[Brain abscess: analysis of prevalence and clinical course].
The aim of the study was the analysis of the patients with bacterial meningitis and brain abscess who were treated in the Department of Infection Disease and Hepatology of Medical University in Lodz in years 1996-2005. We reviewed their clinical presentation, bacteriology treatment and outcome retrospectively. Among 135 patients who were confirmed cases of bacterial meningitis 16 identified as having brain abscesses. The prevalence rate of brain abscesses significantly increased in years: 2004-2005. The common predisposing factors were otic and teeth infections, sinusitis, penetrating head trauma, and bacterial endocarditis. Solitary abscess was found in 56% of the cases while in 44% of the cases multiple abscess were found. The most common presentation: headache, fever and neurological deficit were present in 37% of the cases. 75% of patients were disqualified from early neurosurgical intervention and antibiotic therapy were recommended. The antibiotic therapy was effective only in 1 patient. The mortality rate was 38% and 56% of the survivors had late neurological defects. The prevalence rate of brain abscesses significantly increased in years 2004-2005. Over all mortality was very high and antibiotic therapy hasn't been effective treatment in brain abscess at the late stage of its evolution. The early neurosurgical intervention is recommended. Late neurosurgical intervention strongly influences poor outcome in patients with brain abscess.